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Flight line of the famous 498TH Medical Company (Air Ambulance) in the Iraqi Desert.
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Presidents Message
I

ts that time of year again, time for a letter from the New
DUSTOFF President. Greetings, fellow DUSTOFFers.
First, a special thanks to Ernie Sylvester for his leadership
and service to the DUSTOFF Association during the past
two years, and congratulations to our Executive Council for
the planning and execution of yet another outstanding reunion. Plans for the 2006 reunion are already underway,
with some interesting changes that I hope everyone likes.
Our soldiers continue to fight the Global War on Terrorism and deploy at an ever-increasing rate. The DUSTOFF
heroes supporting these great Americans are still on a successful glidepath, and as a Nation at War, we owe a special
debt of gratitude to these brave Americans, many of whom
are serving the second and third tours of duty in Iraq and
Afghanistan. The DUSTOFF Units like the 57th, 571st, 54th,
236th, 50th, and 498th are completing or currently serving
their second tour, and along with the 507th, 82nd, 68th, 159th,
45th, 1022nd, and the 1159th have closed the flight plan on
their first tours.

The DUSTOFF Association has been mindful of its obligation to recognize our MEDEVAC crews returning from
Iraq. A salute to the many DUSTOFFers whose donations
have made it possible to purchase DUSTOFF Association
coins, and the benevolence of Dan Gower, Charles Kelly
Jr., Jeff Mankoff, and Ernie Sylvester, who traveled to Forts
Bragg, Hood, and Riley, ensuring each returning crew member received one of these coins as a token of our legacy to
the DUSTOFF mission.
Our focus for this year is to ensure we add new members
to our ranks, develop the scholarship funds for future
DUSTOFFers, and recognize the past and current achievements made in support of the DUSTOFF mission. I hope to
see each and every one of you in San Antonio during the
2006 reunion. Until then, keep your rotor in the green . . .

DUSTOFF ASSOCIATION
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
AND

HALL OF FAME BALLOT

Please vote YES or NO on establishing a scholarship program in partnership with Quad-A using $10,000 of
DUSTOFF Association funds and raising the same amount to repay our funds.

q

q

Yes

No

✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰

DUSTOFF!
This ballot is for the 2006 election for DUSTOFF Hall of Fame induction. Those elected will be inducted into the
DUSTOFF Hall of Fame at the 2006 Annual DUSTOFF Reunion in San Antonio, Texas, 10–12 February 2006.
You may vote for ONE, TWO, or NONE nominees.

DUSTOFF Association
Executive Council
President:
Garry Atkins ......... president@dustoff.org
Executive Director:
Dan Gower ............ ed@dustoff.org
Executive Assistant to President:
Mike Toennis ........ mtoennis@aol.com
Vice President:
Doug Moore .......... vicepresident@dustoff.org
Treasurer:
Dan Gower ............ treasurer@dustoff.org
Secretary:
Tanya Siller ........... secretary@dustoff.org
Historian:
Patrick Zenk .......... historian@dustoff.org
.............................. patrick.zenk@cen.amedd.army.mil
DUSTOFFer Editor:
Jim Truscott .......... jtrus5@aol.com
Web Site: http://www.dustoff.org
Ronald Huether ..... ron@hueyproductions.com

DUSTOFF Association
Past Presidents

Chuck Mateer (198081) ......... deceased
John Hosley (198182) ............ hosss@capital.net
Byron Howlett (198283) ........ bybkhow@aol.com
Ed Taylor (198384) ................ eddotaylor@aol.com
Thomas Scofield (198485) ..... tomsco@erols.com
Joseph Madrano (198586) ..... jmadrano@satx.rr.com
Jim Ritchie (198687)
Donald Conkright (198788) ... dconkright@sbcglobal.net
Roy Hancock (198889) .......... southflite@yahoo.com
Glen Melton (198990) ........... GlenMelton@aol.com
Gerald Nolan (199091) .......... gerrynolan@aol.com
Jim Truscott (199192) ............ jtrus5@aol.com
Roger Opio (199293) ............. roger.opio@amedd.army.mil
Ed Bradshaw (199394) .......... edwardb421@aol.com
Robert Romines (199496) ...... rromines@cablelynx.com
Daniel Gower (199697) ......... dan.gower@amedd.army.mil
Charlie Webb (199798) .......... dustoff6@hotmail.com
Herb Coley (199899) ............. coleyhs@earthlink.net
Merle Snyder (19992000) ...... snyder@belmontcc.com
Gregg Griffin (200001) ........... greg.griffin@cen.amedd.army.mil
Jeff Mankoff (200102) ........... jgmankoff@satx.rr.com
Ken Crook (200203) .............. kenneth.crook@otsg.amedd.army.mil
Art Hapner (200304) .............. hapnera@erols.com
Ernie Sylvester (200405) ....... esylvest@tampabay.rr.com

Founder
Tom Egor Johnson ................ command_madsen_police@verizon.net

Nominees must capture two-thirds of the votes cast to be elected. Please participate in this endeavor. It’s your
hall of fame and our legacy.

q

DUSTOFFer layout & design

Susan Gower .................................. rockgower@yahoo.com

Printing

Ink, Spot, Ink Printing & Publishing
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q

Merle J. Snyder

q

None

You may vote online (instructions below), or mail this ballot and any donation you wish to make to:
DUSTOFF Association
P. O. Box 8091
San Antonio, TX 78208
Your ballot must be received at the post office box or online on or before October 31, 2005, to be counted.

✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTING ONLINE
•
•
•
•
•

Members at Large
Michael Kelly ........................... michael.kelly1@amedd.army.mil
Richard Agosta ........................ richard.agosta@us.army.mil
Tim Burke ................................ timothy.burke@amedd.army.mil
Patrick Wilson ......................... patrick.wilson@kor.amedd.army.mil
Craig Honamon ....................... careerdir1@aol.com

William J. Hughes

•

Log on to http://dustoff.org.
Click HALL OF FAME
Click 2005 NOMINEES to read narratives of the nominees
When ready to vote, click VOTING BOOTH
To log in, use the following:
Username: dustoff
Password: hof2005
Fill in all blanks, including your member number. The member number is above your name on the
mailing label of this DUSTOFFer.
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(Snyder, continued from page 25.)
In 1981, Merle was picked for an extremely challenging mission. As a newly promoted major, he went on a one-man
mission to negotiate a medical support agreement with the Israeli Defense Ministry for a peacekeeping force being deployed to the Sinai as a buffer between Arab and Israeli forces. For this politically sensitive effort, he was awarded the
Legion of Merit.
Merle was then assigned to the Office of the Surgeon General (OTSG), where he was responsible for developing
highly classified medical support plans for Special Operations Forces. During the invasion of Panama, the Casualty Reporting System operated by the Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel (DCSPER) broke down, and the intense media focus
began causing embarrassing problems for the Army. The Surgeon General was tasked to help, and Merle responded with
a small team that worked around the clock tracking aircraft coming out of Panama and maintaining constant dialogue with
military hospitals along the way. In short order, they had things under control, and the DCSPER, LTG Robert Elton,
credited Merles team with saving the day.
In 1986, Merle was selected to command the 421st Medical Company in Germany and convert it into one of the Armys
first evacuation battalions. This was during a period of scarce resources and high operational demands. He reorganized the
unit into three air ambulance companies possessing 15 aircraft each and received other units to round out the battalion.
After highly successful commands, Merle completed the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, served as Aviation
Consultant, and was assigned as OTSG Chief of Plans and Operations. While there, a decision was made to repulse Iraqi
forces from Kuwait, and he was placed in charge of medical preparation for the war effort. Wasting no time, he began
dispatching subject matter experts within OTSG to FORSCOM and elsewhere to resolve enormous equipment and personnel shortages faced by the AMEDD.
LTG Frank Ledford, the Army Surgeon General at the time, reflected on his efforts:
I first worked with Merle Snyder in 7th MEDCOM following his highly successful aviation command. He was absolutely great to work withalways cheerful, ready to go the extra mile, and obviously a master at this job. That really paid
off several years later when I was Surgeon General and he was Operations Deputy, and we were faced with Desert Shield,
which culminated in Desert Storm. I give Merle a huge amount of the credit due the staff that put 13,500 Army medical
beds in 44 hospitals in the theatre. This was the fastest mobilization in our military history, and in the thick of it was Merle,
orchestrating some sense out of a bewildering jumble of active and reserve component units, PROFIS, and IMA personnel.
He managed an unwieldy system, created derivative units, and made sense out of potential chaos. Every time I went to
operations, Merle was there, 24/7, taking care of his people and our mission, and somehow remaining his cheerful self.
Merle was then selected to command the Army Garrison at Fort Detrick, where he developed an innovative management process that was adopted by the Army Management College as the standard for other installations. While under his
command, Ft. Detrick was selected as an Army Community of Excellence.
Returning to OTSG, Merle was selected for a position reserved for the top tier of Medical Service Corps officers, that
of Executive Officer for the Army Surgeon General. In that role, he had to coordinate a massive reengineering of OTSG
and reduce its manning from more than 400 to less than 200. The many cultures within the AMEDD Corps made that a
nearly impossible task, but through his careful planning and coordination with the senior leadership, he successfully
executed the Surgeon Generals mandate. Merles efforts radically changed the AMEDD and set the stage for the onestaff concept that now exists between the OTSG and Medical Command (MEDCOM). It was only natural for him to then
become MEDCOM Chief of Staff, where he served with distinction until retiring in 1997.
Merle is an example of what hard work and determination can do. Starting as an enlisted man, he went on to reach the
pinnacle as an aviator. He became an Instructor Pilot, Instrument Examiner, and Master Aviator, while earning Bachelors
and Masters Degrees. He was selected as a Distinguished Member of the AMEDD Regiment and served as President of
the DUSTOFF Association.
In Vietnam, he flew 1,387 missions and evacuated more than 3,000 patients. His many awards and decorations include:
Silver Star
Distinguished Service Medal
Legion of Merit w/5 OLC
Distinguished Flying Cross
Meritorious Service Medal
Army Commendation Medal w/OLC
Army Achievement Medal w/OLC
Air Medal w/26 OLC
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When Minutes Count

S

by SP Len Cutler, reprinted from August/September 2004 Army Aviation.

aving lives is just another part of military duty. But for most soldiers, the
names and faces come from faraway lands,
in places no one has heard of and will
probably never see for themselves.
For a select few, however, the lives
hanging in the balance are neighbors,
friends, and coworkers. The work is challenging, but the soldiers of the 68th Medical Company wouldnt have it any other
way.
Our mission is to provide 24-hour,
urgent medical response for the soldiers
and citizens of the State of Hawaii, said
Major Shannon Beckett, commander of
the unit.
Car wrecks, surfing mishaps, missing
hikers, even the occasional errant parasailistthe crews that deliver Hawaiis
injured to safety have seen it all. The only
common denominator is that in every case immediate evacuation is crucial to saving lives.
The mechanism of injury and the condition of the patient are some of the biggest factors, said SGT Ben Walker,
a flight medic with the company, adding that head and neck
injuries are among the most commonly seen injuries that
require urgent attention.
The program started about 30 years ago. Since then the
people of Hawaii have become a little less shocked to see
an Army helicopter landing to rescue them. But sometimes
a few misconceptions still pop up.
I want to make sure everyone knows that the service
doesnt cost the patient anything, said CPT Mary Miller,
operations officer for the company. You dont even have
to be an American. If you are on the island and get hurt, we
will take care of you. It isnt something that the patient
civilian or militarywill have to pay for.
The no-cost service has racked up an impressive $9 million in savings for Hawaii and rescued more than 7,000 patients in its 30-year history, said Miller. That entire time, a
complete flight crew has been ready and waiting, should
the need arise, to fly anywhere and bring the patients to
safety.
It isnt always easy caring for the wounded.
Youre coming to help someone at whats probably their
worst moment, said Beckett. But the overriding factor is
that you know youre there to help them. Its what were
trained for and its very rewarding.
That training includes drills, exercises, and time in a
simulatora mock cockpit mounted on pistons that can
shimmy and shake just like a real helicopter. Pilots can practice flying with a near-perfect replication of the aerial experience, but without the hazards. Miller said it pays off daily,
since this air ambulance unit is one of the most active in
SPRING/SUMMER 2005

DUSTOFF HawaiiStill flying.

todays Army, conducting more missions than any other.
Walker said professionalism is what drives him to draw
comfort out of the wreckage and to stand ready to do it all
over again the next day.
And they do, day in and day out. These days, the soldiers of the unit are also doing it short-handed, since about
half of the 68th is deployed to Afghanistan.
Were real proud of our missions in Afghanistan, said
Beckett. Were conducting 24/7 Medevac ops in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom. Those guys have flown
more than 180 missions in three months. Our air crews and
medics are proving their mettle, and their performance has
been exemplary. n

VOTE ✰ VOTE ✰ VOTE ✰ VOTE
Scholarship Fund Info ... Page 23
Hall of Fame Nominees . Pages 2325
Ballot ............................... Page 27
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Lessons Learned from Crewmembers
From The Guys in the Back, bits of wisdom not found in those
fancy-schmancy officer schoolhouses.














Once you are in a fight, it is way too late to wonder if it was a good idea.
It is a fact that tail rotors are instinctively drawn toward trees, stumps, rocks, and similar objects. While it may
be possible to ward off this natural event some of the time, it cannot, despite the best efforts of the crew,
always be prevented. Its just what they do.
The engine RPM and the rotor RPM must BOTH be kept in the green. Failure to heed this commandment can
affect the morale of the crew.
Letters from home are not always great.
The madness of war can extract a heavy toll. Please have exact change.
Decisions made by someone over your head will seldom be in your best interest.
The terms protective armor and helicopter are mutually exclusive.
If being good and lucky are not enough, there is always payback.
Chicken plates are not something you order in a restaurant.
The B.S.R. (Bang, Stare, Read) Theory states that the louder the sudden bang in the helicopter, the quicker
your eyes will be drawn to the gauges.
The longer you stare at the gauges, the less time it takes them to move from red to green.
No matter what you do, the bullet with your name on it will get you. So too can the ones addressed to whom
it may concern.

VIETNAM REVISITED
BY DUSTOFFER
DUSTOFFer Bud Bowen dropped a note after
visiting Vietnam in late 2004, several years
after his first trip as a helicopter pilot.

Vietnam is not anything like what you would expect. Its so modern and progressive and they have very
nice new hotels. I prefer the Radisson Riverside in
Saigon, with a pool on the roof with a fantastic view of
the Mekong River. One block from the Mekong, on
what was Tu Do Street, is a new Sheraton, and the street
is now lined with boutique shops. There are great fares
on Orbitz with several different airlines. Food is very
reasonable and wonderful, with many places to choose
from. This was my second trip, and I did not see anything that would remind you of the American presence.
The Palace is now a unification museum with pictures
of NVA victories. The shopping is great, and there is
also a Central International Tourist Market not far from
the town plaza. I stopped and chatted with one of the
people at one of the shops, and he informed me that
his son is a Captain in the USAF. Of course, Japanese
tourists are everywhere, and there are tour buses that
go from the South all the way to the North up Route 1.
Taxis are plentiful and very reasonable, credit cards
are readily accepted, and money can be changed at the
hotel. In Dalat, I had to keep reminding myself that I
was in Vietnam, as the city is so European with a lake
in the city center surrounded by large hills. It is still a
totally unique and fascinating place, and everyone is
very friendly and helpful.
PAGE 4

From Jays Diary
Original DUSTOFFer Jay McGowan penned
the following entry in his diary on
Tuesday, 11 May 1965:
The Lord was with me. Up at 5:30 to go on lift
coverage. On the way out, heard that Song Be, one of
the places we were to get troops from, was still under
violent attack. Paul (Bloomquist) and Jim (Truscott)
went out at 2 a.m. and finally got in on third try at 9
a.m. We tried at that time but were low on fuel, so
went to Hon Quan, after almost going in for A1E pilot
(Saber 6 beat us to it). Returned and picked up CPT
Jarrett for escort and went in for rest of patients
hairy because clouds were low. VC had the compound
surrounded and owned the town, and Mike was nervous. Got in without drawing much fire. Then as we
sat down, some rounds went overhead (.50 cal., I
think), and on the way out, we were literally in a stream
of bulletsand not one hit uswhy is something only
God can answer. The rest of the long day was anticlimacticthankfully. Final toll of Americans: five KIA
and 11 WIA. Now they are under attack again, and
they lifted three battalions of ARVNs in to relieve the
pressure. The bastards are getting very daring and bold.
If they keep up the same pressure they have shown in
the past four days, things will be getting very hot in
III Corps Area, RVN. Must get ARVNs back on the
offensive, so they can regain the advantage.

War. He left the embassy after all patients had been evacuated, but did not return to his unit. Instead, he drove to the U.S.
Naval Hospital, where many of the wounded had been taken, to volunteer his services there.
When his tour ended, Bill extended to remain with DUSTOFF and tried to extend a second time, but fate intervened
after 20 months of combat. On November 12, 1965, Bills helicopter was struck several times near Bau Bang. While the
pilot was trying to gain altitude, an explosion ripped the rifle from Bills hands, and a bullet tore through his knee and
upper thigh. Bills femoral artery was ruptured, and he nearly bled to death before reaching care. Bill Hughes was the first
DUSTOFF medic to be severely wounded and evacuated from Vietnam.
Bill spent the next eight months at Valley Forge Army Hospital, but his wounds were too serious for him to return to
duty, so he was released to the Veterans Administration. Fortunately, he entered a vocational rehabilitation program sponsored by the VA and turned his talents as an artist into a Bachelor of Fine Arts and then a Masters Degree.
Bill then shared his love of art and photography by teaching young people. At one time, he was one of two people in the
United States who mastered the Daguerreotype photo process used in the mid-1800s and had a one man exhibit at the
Baltimore Museum of Art. He is essentially wheelchair-bound now, but that has not stopped him from supporting DUSTOFF.
He created a beautiful photo album depicting the early days of the 57th and 82nd Medical Detachments and calls others to
join the DUSTOFF Association. More recently, he has been designing shirts for our reunions.
The DUSTOFF tradition would not be possible without dedicated men like Bill Hughes, who carried over 800 patients
by litter or on his back, often under heavy enemy fire. For his actions, he was awarded:
Bronze Star Medal with V for Valor and Oak Leaf Cluster
Army Commendation Medal with V for Valor
Air Medal with 17 Oak Leaf Clusters (6 for Valor)
Purple Heart
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry
Presidential Unit Citation
Aircraft Crewmember Badge
Army Meritorious Commendation
New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal

C

olonel Merle J. Snyder is a unique DUSTOFF pilot. Starting as an enlisted man, he

served as a Chief Warrant Officer and then was commissioned. He commanded at every
level, attended major Army schools, and served with distinction in senior staff positions.
Merle was born September 11, 1943, in Marshalltown, Iowa, and joined the Army in
1966. A drill sergeant recognized his enormous talents and recommended the Warrant
Officer Flight Training Program, where he was honor graduate of his flight class.
Assigned to the 45th Medical Company in Vietnam, Merle quickly drew the attention
of its commander, LTC Arlie Price. Older than his peers, he demonstrated exemplary
flying skills and potential. He was appointed aircraft commander early and given duties
beyond his grade.
Merles extraordinary courage makes him one of our best-known pilots. He simply
did not acknowledge fear and completed many dramatic rescues under heavy enemy fire.
One example occurred on May 11, 1969, when a light observation helicopter belonging
to a Hunter-Killer team was shot down. When he arrived, he could see the aircraft turned on its side in a tiny clearing in
the jungle.
Merle tried to contact the gunship team flying overhead, but could not communicate with them, so he started in.
Observing this action and knowing the landing zone was not secure, the gunship team leader called to his wingman, The
DUSTOFF ship is landing! That crazy SOB is landing! Put some fire around him!
Without regard for his own safety, Merle landed, as hostile fire raked the clearing and struck his aircraft repeatedly.
Despite the best efforts of the gunship pilots, they could not suppress the enemy as Merles crew worked to free a trapped
crewman. Later, the gunship team leader reported Merles efforts to be the most courageous he had ever seen and recommended him for a Silver Star.
Because of his performance and worth to the military, CW2 Merle Snyder was commissioned First Lieutenant in the
Medical Service Corps. He was then selected to command the 507th Medical Company. Many years later, one of his junior
pilots reflected that he had made the Army his career because of the leadership he observed. Colonel Mickey Meis wrote:
Merle Snyder was the best at everything he did as a leader, mentor, soldier, or pilot. He never sought rewards or
accolades, but willingly passed them to others. Taking care of troops was foremost in his mind. He lived the values of
selfless service and loyalty long before they were officially penned by the Army.
(Snyder, continued on page 26.)
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We are also accepting donations for the Hall of Fame Memorial Fund. All donations will be used solely for the memorial
and not for other operating expenses.
This is YOUR Hall of Fame and embodies the vision of SSG Tom Egor Johnson to preserve the legacy of DUSTOFF for
all future generations of DUSTOFF crewmembers.
Please be a part of the voting this year. You also may vote online. Follow the instructions on the ballot on page 27 in
this DUSTOFFer.

W

illiam J. Hughes is one of those rare individuals who will never be forgotten by

those with whom he served. He possessed nerves of steel, and his expertise as an aid
man was unrivaled. His heroism and skilled medical care were an inspiration and led to
the saving of countless lives during his nearly two years in Vietnam. He was precisely
the kind of medic needed in a DUSTOFF unit and set the standard for those who followed.
Bill was born on December 21, 1942, in Florence, New Jersey, and grew up near a
fire station where he developed an affinity for its rescue squad. As a teenager, he took
American Red Cross basic and advanced first aid courses and served three years as a
volunteer with the rescue squad.
When he enlisted, the Army gained a tough kid who would prove his worth as a
member of DUSTOFF. On March 21, 1964, Bill was interviewed by the legendary commander of the 57th Medical Detachment in Vietnam. Major Charles Kelly saw that he had
graduated second highest in training at Fort Sam Houston and offered him an opportunity to go to a clinic or hospital. In his blunt fashion, Major Kelly said, Youre going to
see some pretty horrible stuff in a unit like this!
Not to be outdone, Bill shot back, Sir, I figure the bodies here couldnt be any more messed up than they were along
Route 130 in Jersey! Bills sharp retort made him part of a unit that was rapidly changing the way medical evacuation was
done in a combat theater.
During the next few days, Bills other attributes began to surface. He was a gifted artist and painted most of the units
signs. The same talents led him to design the charts used in unit operations and the now famous Doctor DUSTOFF
insignia. With his personality and natural gift of gab, he quickly became a key source of supplies. When hard-to-get items
were needed, Major Kelly would tell Bill to take the jeep, and he would drive all over Saigon scrounging materials from
Army, Navy, and Air Force contacts he had made.
The skills learned as a volunteer rescue crewman put Bill ahead of his contemporaries, and all the pilots felt comfortable having him aboard. He took incredibly good care of patients and always jumped from the aircraft to get the wounded
organized and loaded. Bill was at his best in a hot landing zone.
On October 26, 1964, an Air Force fighter was shot down in heavy jungle, forcing Bill and his co-pilot to walk to the
downed aircraft. Despite enemy fire, they reached the crash site only to find both pilots dead, the aircraft burning, and the
area covered with unexploded ordinance. Without regard for their own safety, they recovered the pilots, and Bill was
awarded the Army Commendation Medal with V for valor, a high award at that early stage of the war.
One of his more heroic acts occurred in February 1965 when the Viet Cong tried to destroy the predominantly Catholic
village of Binh Gia. A massive air assault was launched, and four helicopters were shot down. A regimental-sized enemy
force then attacked and began torching heavy grass covering the landing zone. When Bills helicopter arrived, it had to
land a long distance away from an inverted UH-1.
Bill ran through enemy fire to the downed aircraft and began pulling crewmembers out. After loading the first group, he
returned to extract the dead pilot, who was trapped in the wreckage. The helicopter was burning, but Bill climbed into the
cockpit and began cutting him out. At that point, enemy forces directed automatic weapons fire his way, and numerous
rounds struck the aircraft and followed him as he carried the dead pilot to his own aircraft. Three more airlifts were
conducted into the area, and Bill repeatedly exposed himself to enemy fire while rescuing eighteen more wounded. In one
of those inequities of war, his award recommendation was lost, but has been resurrected by friends and supported by
Senator Nelson of Florida, who nominated him for a Silver Star.
On March 1, 1965, Bill was driving into Saigon to pick up some paperwork. As he neared the American Embassy, a
massive car bomb blew the front off the building. Without hesitation, Bill sped to the embassy and began triaging dozens
of patients lying in the street and in the blown apart building. He separated the dead and those needing immediate care and
used their clothing to make tourniquets and dressings. As others began to arrive, he had the presence of mind to use his
own fatigue jacket to cover the face of a dead embassy worker, so she would not be photographed by the gathering media.
Bill was honored by the Ambassador for his actions, which were depicted in a book titled, The Chronicles of the Vietnam
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Medical Command Mercury
Features the 68TH

The Gates of Heaven

Articles in the November and December 2004
issues of the Mercury focused on the 68th, not
always just lounging on the beach.

It was late at night as the Pope, who had just departed
this world, was approaching the gates of heaven. There was
no one around, but just prior to the gates was a small shack
with a light on. The Pope stepped into the shack and startled
a young man half-asleep sitting at a small steel grey desk.
Excuse me, said the Pope, Im supposed to check in
here with St. Peter, but there is no one at the gate.
Yeah, yeah, said the young man, where are your orders?
I dont have any orders, said the Pope.
Well, its too late to check in tonight anyhow, said the
young man. Just go around to the back of this building,
find a rack, and dump your gear in a locker. St. Peter will be
here in the morning and you can check in then.
The Pope grabbed his stuff and walked around the building, only to find a WWII style open bay barracks. The racks
were stacked three high, and the only open one was all the
way at the end of the building, and it was on the top. He
dragged his stuff to the end of the building, but there was no
locker for him. He took a deep breath, thought about it for a
minute, and decided this was just one final test. He crawled
up into his rack and fell asleep.
Suddenly he was awakened by the loud commotion outside the barracks. As he walked outside, he saw a huge crowd
of angels cheering and clapping, as a gold convertible limousine approached. As it drew nearer, the Pope saw a guy in
a flight suit and leather flight jacket in the back seat with a
beautiful angel on each arm, a beer in his hand, and he was
smoking one of the biggest cigars the Pope had ever seen.
The Pope turned to the young man who checked him in
and asked, Who is that guy?
A helicopter pilot, the young man replied.
The Pope said, I dont get it. I worked hard all my life
to do Gods work on earth. As a young man, I studied hard
at the seminary. As a priest, I labored hard to tend my flock
and provide guidance when they strayed. I struggled as a
bishop to serve the church, and as Pope, I was able to attract
more followers to the faith. Yet, when I reached heaven, St.
Peter wasnt here to greet me. I had to carry my own bags, I
got stuck in the top rack of an open bay barracks, and I dont
even have a locker for my bags!
The young man looked at the Pope and said, Look, we
get a pope every 2030 years, but this is the only helicopter
pilot who has ever made it! n

Alaska

The 68th Medical Company (Air Ambulance) rescued a
hunter mauled by a grizzly bear about 50 miles east of Healy,
Alaska, in August. Jim Johnson suffered a punctured lung,
neck wound, and a broken leg during the attack, then called
for help on a cell phone. The crew had to search a wooded
area, through smoke from a forest fire, to find the hunter.
Then CW3 Troy Dabney kept watch for the bear, while SGT
Jeff Turner and CPL Mark Glenar treated Johnson and prepared him for evacuation to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

n

Kangaroo DUSTOFF
Still Hopping

The Sikorsky Lifeline reported this snippet about
the famous 82nd Medical Company.
Black Hawk Medevac helicopters from the U.S. Armys
Medical Company (Air Ambulance) carried more than 700
patients during Operation Iraqi Freedom from February 16
to May 14, 2004.
During its deployment, the unit flew approximately 1,050
combat hours during 200 missions in UH-60A aircraft.
The 82nd provided 24-hour medical coverage for three
divisions and millions of Iraqi civilians. Its 12 crews covered all of southern Iraq from Talil to Tikrit, according to
data provided to the Sikorsky Winged-S rescue award program. The 82nd is based at Fort Riley, Kansas. n

Operation Winter Freeze (OWF)

Army Aviation, 31 January 2005, noted
DUSTOFFs contribution to Homeland Defense
of our northern borders in this extract.
Army Guard aeromedical evacuation soldiers, members
of the 86th Medical Company (Air Ambulance) from South
Burlington, Vermont, and Westfield, Massachusetts, are
standing by with UH-60 helicopters, ready to search for and
rescue other OWF aviators or people working ground details, should misfortune come their way.
Were able to fly day or night in any configurations we
need in order to get people out in case of trouble, said 1LT
Jesse Remney, a MEDEVAC leader. That unit gained a lot
of experience during a full year of peacekeeping duty in
Bosnia, which ended last March, Remney said. n
SPRING/SUMMER 2005
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Executive Council Explores
Scholarship Fund

Fort Campbell Troops Work to Save Lives in Iraq
From The American Forces Press Service, an article by SGT Michael Carden, USA.

C

amp Taji, Iraq, March 2005
Never lose a soldier. No one dies
on your bird. This is the motto of the
50th Medical Company (Air Ambulance) of the 101st Airborne Division,
deployed from Fort Campbell, Kentucky.
Almost every day since its arrival
here in November 2004, the company
has been challenged to live by that
motto.
When we get that Medevac call,
things are pretty chaotic, said Sam
Simons, a crew chief. Dealing with
casualties is never easy. You just do
what youve got to do to help the medic
save lives.
The company spent a year in Mosul,
during its first deployment to Iraq. The
companys members were home for
only nine months before deploying
again. They have flown more than
1,100 combat hours in 12 Black Hawk
helicopters.
The flight crews have executed
more than 600 medical evacuation missions, transporting more than 800 casualties to combat support hospitals.
Fifty percent of their missions have

Nominate Your Hero for the
DUSTOFF Hall of Fame
DUSTOFFers, dont let our
legacy go untold. The Hall of
Fame honors those who exhibited our ethics and standards in
their actions and their contributions to DUSTOFF. Do your
homework. Find out about that
man or woman who made a difference in your career by his or
her inspiration. Research your
hero and nominate them. Deadline is May 1. Details are on the
dustoff.org homepage. Click on
the Hall of Fame tab at the left
of the opening page for information. Its OUR Hall of Fame;
lets make it complete.
PAGE 6

dealt with roadside landing on hasty
landing zones, according to the company commander, Major William
Howard.
Unit members agree that no two

Adapting to different battlefield environments is something the crews do
daily. Sometimes
theyre called for a
second mission before
theyve finished a current mission.
missions are ever the same for the two
pilots, crew chief, and flight medic who
make up the medical evacuation crew.
Every time they receive a call, the possibilities and scenarios of what is in
store are endless. They cant afford to
be unprepared or not proficient, said
Staff Sergeant Thomas Harris, a flight
medic.
Every mission is different, Harris said. The call could be a mass casualty because of an insurgent attack,
or simply to pick up an appendicitis or
hernia patient from his base camps
troop medical clinic. We could take fire
when we land. We might have to make
a roadside landing in a city or land in
an open field. Youve got to learn to
adapt pretty quickly.
Adapting to different battlefield
environments is something the crews
do daily. Sometimes theyre called for
a second mission before theyve finished a current mission. They often
have to react to several different situations in a single day.
Some days we can sit around all
day and not get called, Harris said.
Other days IEDs (improvised explosive devices) and RPGs (rocket-propelled grenades) could be going off all
day long. Some days, well get three
missions in a row and end up flying for

three hours straight evacuating troops.
Simons said hes been flying with a
Medevac crew for only about a month
or so. During that time, hes flown more
than 50 hours evacuating casualties and
patients.
Once the crew is on the ground, the
medics sole concern is the patients.
The crew chiefs responsibility is to
make sure the medic can stay focused
without worrying about incoming fire.
The crew chief is the medics security
effort. Hes my bodyguard. Hes my
eyes on the perimeter, Harris said of
his crew chief, Simons.
The medic cant worry about
things like security, Simons said. He
has the health of the patient to worry
about.
After casualties are loaded onto the
helicopter, the medic begins treating
patients for secondary injuries, such as
minor shrapnel or small-arms fire
wounds.
But sometime the injuries are far too
severe for the medic to treat in the air.
Sometimes the casualties dont make it
at all, Harris said.
Saving a life is the greatest feeling
in the world, Harris said. But a lot of
guys arent going to make it. You have
to be able to deal with that. I go home
with a lot of bad memories of the faces
of guys who died and didnt make it.
The pressures and stress of being on
a Medevac crew may be more than most
people can handle, but the medics, crew
chiefs, and pilots of the 50th Medevac
Company are well-trained, experienced, and always prepared to save the
life of a fellow soldier, Simons said.
This job isnt for everyone, Harris said. Youre dealing with casualties and blood. Youve got to be able to
work through that. If you let it get to
you, youre not going to be any good
to yourself or the patient. n

I

t has been a long time since the DUSTOFF Association had a scholarship fund designed to help aspiring
DUSTOFFers and their children get more education. Recently, we were offered the opportunity to join ranks with the
Army Aviation Association of the United States Army (Quad-A). Under this partnership, the DUSTOFF Association pays
into their fund money destined to fund a perpetual annuity. This annuity is governed by laws that regulate these activities.
The Quad-A is responsible for administering the financial stewardship of money they receive.
The Quad-A will match dollar-for-dollar our contributions to a maximum of $10,000. The amount of money available
for scholarships each year is 3.5% of the total amount in the annuity. This money is available each year forever. The
scholarship for a $20,000 annuity is $700. Should we decide to make our goal a $1,000 scholarship each year, we must
raise additional money. That would take approximately $28,500, or an additional $8,500 over our base goal of $10,000.
Under this arrangement the Quad-A would establish a DUSTOFF Scholarship. Dependent children, dependent spouses,
and DUSTOFF crewmembers (officers and enlisted) could apply for the scholarship. The Quad-A Awards Board meets
each year to consider the applicants qualifications. Names and ranks are removed from the applications before the board
sees the nominations, so the nominees compete on the basis of academic merit. The DUSTOFF Association has been
invited to provide a member of our organization to sit on that board.
Furthermore, applicants for the DUSTOFF Scholarship become eligible for all the other 150+ Quad-A Scholarship
awards. The Viet Nam Helicopter Pilots Association had more than 10 awarded in their first year of scholarships with the
Quad-A.
There are two requirements for application. The applicants must be members of Quad-A (with one year in good standing) and the DUSTOFF Association (with one year in good standing), or they must be a dependent of a member of these
two organizations (with the same one year in good standing requirement). For the purposes of applying for the scholarship
only, this can be viewed as a membership application fee. Our membership fees in the DUSTOFF Association are minimal.
Enlisted membership is $7.50 per year for E-5 and below, and $7.50 for E-6 and above, with a $10 initial membership fee;
Quad-A is slightly higher.
A motion was presented to the members present at the 2005 DUSTOFF Reunion to establish this scholarship fund. The
motion was amended to require first putting the idea forward to all current members and to seek their feedback.
The Executive Council has met since the 2005 Reunion and offers this proposal for your vote. We propose to put up
$10,000 out of DUSTOFF funds to jump-start the scholarship program. That way our potential candidates can apply for
the next round of awards (those who are already Quad-A and DUSTOFF members). Our proposed campaign is to seek
100 DUSTOFFers with $100 each to repay the DUSTOFF funds. To that end, COL Ernie Sylvester, last years president,
has put up the first $100.
Please vote yes or no for this program by using the ballot on page 27 or the online voting booth at <http://dustoff.org>.

Dustoff Association 2005
Hall of Fame Nominees
Our Hall of Fame wall stands in proud testimony to those DUSTOFFers who contributed to our legacy in notable fashion.
It stands on the shoulders of 255 brave crewmembers who paid the ultimate sacrifice in service to our fighting forces.
This edition of The DUSTOFFer includes the two nominees for this years election of DUSTOFF Hall of Fame inductees. The Executive Council considered all the nominations submitted, and these two men clearly meet the criteria for
nomination. You may vote for one or both of the nominees. You may also select None, indicating that you do not
believe that either meets the criteria for induction. To be elected, any nominee must receive at least enough votes to reach
two-thirds of the total votes cast.
Please take part in this very important program of preserving our legacy. Every vote counts, as evidenced by last years
voting where nominees were either elected or not elected by the slimmest of margins.
(Nominees, continued on page 24.)
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New Entries on the
Flight Manifest
James Purcell
Jack Leech
Michael Pierce
Warren Hoen
Jairo Gallego
Patrick Fay
Mark Lee
Kyle Joye
Harry Miller
David Bohl
Ted Staggs
William Hesidence
James Brady
Jon Belding
Charles Pennington Jr.
Jeremy McKenzie
Charles Hazlehurst
Gary Lowder
Joseph Scott
Leland Schmucker
Robert Huley
Peter Piazza
Howard Deihl
Robert Neitzel
Robert Couture
Tom Nicolett
Timothy Burke
John Goette, Jr.
Derek Kubacki
Mark Byrd
John Tragis
Gerald Posner
John Aklan
Gregory Heischman
David Brassfield
Joseph Blanford
Clair Hudspeth
Christopher Posey
Wendy Wilcoxson
Chuck Harvey
Tomas Ortiz
Larry Douglas
Clayton Chittim
James Wheeler
Mark Wheeler
Marie-Claire Glidden
Scott Franklin
Richard Riley
Kristian Willis
Walter Kent
Jacqueline Moyer
Christopher Wyman
Candi Belle
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Greenfield
San Antonio
Plano
St. Augustine
Fort Hood
Milpitas
Winston-Salem
Bend
Westlake Village
Pagosa Springs
Little Rock
Millbrook
Beverly Hills
Portsmouth
Florence
Pooler
Greenwood Village
Albemarle
Sanford
Scottsville
Falls Church
Stillwater
Carrolton
Edgewater
Vail
Stratford
San Antonio
Fort Hood
Converse
Dallas
Fairbanks
Miami Beach
Pinehurst
Ventress
Oshkosh
Bartlett
Fayetteville
Fort Rucker
Erie
Bangor
Lincoln
College Park
Leawood
Auburn
St Paul
Colorado Springs
Lafayette
Enterprise
APO
Savannah
Killeen
Casa Grande
Alpharetta

MA
TX
TX
FL
TX
CA
NC
OR
CA
CO
AR
AL
FL
VA
OR
GA
CO
NC
NC
VA
VA
MN
TX
FL
AZ
CT
TX
TX
TX
TX
AL
FL
NC
LA
NE
IL
NC
AL
PA
ME
NE
GA
KS
GA
MN
CO
CO
AL
AE
GA
TX
AZ
GA

Membership Report
M
L
L
M
L
M
L
M
L
L
M
L
L
L
L
M
M
M
L
M
M
L
L
L
M
L
L
L
L
L
L
L
L
L
M
M
L
L
L
L
L
L
M
M
M
L
L
M
L
M
L
L
M

Honorary Life Members
13
Life Members
678
Members
214
Units
71
Corporations
2
New members since spring:
Life
19
Annual
23

Closing out the Flight Plan
Randall Gordon Radigan, Rotor Blades
Radigan, born 24 August 1946, entered into rest on
31 December 1998.
Randy enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1966, completed flight school, and began his first tour of duty
with the 45th Medical Company (Air Ambulance) in
Vietnam.He volunteered for further tours as a
Medevac helicopter pilot over some 39 months in
combat. He earned two Silver Stars, two Distinguished Flying Crosses, five Bronze Star Medals,
numerous Air Medals, and the Purple Heart. He flew
1,597 air-rescue missions in Vietnam, rescuing 4,191
wounded soldiers.
Bobby Shelton, a member of the 237th Medical
Detachment (Helicopter Ambulance), Phu Bai, back
in the late 1960s, passed away in early 2005 from a
long battle with complications that arose from his
service.
Bruce C. Zenk, 65, passed away at his home in
Young America, Minnesota, on 17 May 2005 after
a three-year battle with cancer.
In 1961, he graduated from South Dakota State
University with a degree in Pharmacy and received
a commission as an Infantry Second Lieutenant in
the United States Army.
In January 1964, Bruce was assigned to the 119th
Aviation Company in Vietnam. Completing his oneyear tour in January 1965, Bruce had earned the Air
Medal with Valor and 22 oak leaf clusters, had flown
747 hours of combat flight time, and helped to save
hundreds of lives. In May 1968, he completed his
military service at DeWitt Army Hospital, where he
served as a pharmacist.
Bruce is survived by Betty Zenk, his loving wife
of 40 years; his daughter Debbie and husband SSG
Michael Otte of Honolulu, Hawaii; his son CPT
Patrick and wife Alexa Zenk of Wiesbaden, Germany; grandchildren Kayla and Noah; sister Paula
Neiburg of Plymouth, Minnesota; and brother
Rodney of Nemo, South Dakota.

The DUSTOFFer

Army, Navy Work Together to Fulfill New MEDEVAC Mission

A

From Van Joy, our branch correspondent in Lower Alabama, comes this 13 January 2005
Army Flier article, penned by Arikka Johnson.

rmy aviation joined forces with
the Navy last week to determine
training and equipment needs for an expanded mission of medical evacuation
for current Navy combat search and
rescue crews.
An MH-60S Knighthawk and an
HH-60H Jayhawk, Navy equivalents of
the UH-60 Blackhawk, flew into Cairns
Army Airfield, 5 January, to initiate this
ground-breaking project. Personnel
from the Army, Navy, and civilian corps
of contractors assessed the airframes
and began identifying the path ahead
to accomplish this venture in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
We are in the programs first
stagessystem integration and training planning, said Navy Commander
Kevin Quinn, systems engineer director at the Naval Air Systems Command
for Navy H-60 aircraft. The program
will be aggressive to meet a given
schedule. However, we are off to a great
start and have defined our aircraft configuration and personnel pieces. For
here, we will integrate, test, produce,
train, and deploy the aircraft and sailors.
Because the two helicopter series
are similar but distinct from Army UH-

60s, civilian contractors, and Army engineers must develop systems that fit
the Navy models. Specifically, a re-

We are truly breaking new ground on working jointly in support of
all personnel who continue to go in harms
way, said Iacovetta.
quirement to transport four stable or
critical litter patients and transport ambulatory patients will be met by both
airframes, according to Quinn.
The HH-60H aircraft will have a
four-litter capacity with en route care
capability and a communication program upgrade planned as an earlier
improvement effort. These improvements will be added to the current capabilities of the aircraft, including a
520-nautical-mile range, aircraft survivability systems, and armored seating and flooring.
The MH-60S, in addition to adding
a six-litter capability and medical support equipment, will integrate aircraft

survivability systems and extended fuel
system to increase range to 500 nautical miles.
The training of personnel is also
integral to this project.
The Army Medical Department is
providing assistance in an individual
and collective manner for Navy personnel to assume the Army MEDEVAC
mission, said LTC Glenn Iacovetta,
U.S. Army Aviation Center Medical
Evacuation Proponency Director. To
bring this project, the Army Medical
Research Laboratory, School of Aviation Medicine, and my office are working together to facilitate support for the
Navy to be trained to assume some level
of Operation Iraqi Freedoms
MEDEVAC mission.
We are truly breaking new ground
on working jointly in support of all personnel who continue to go in harms
way, said Iacovetta.
The schedule specifics are classified, but according to both Quinn and
Iacovetta, the commitment is to field
the project within this calendar year.

n

Left: Famous DUSTOFFer
Michael Trader gets dunked in the
water purification tanks at the
120th Aviation Company/57th Medical
Detachment Compound in Saigon,
Vietnam, 1965, in honor of
successfully becoming a combat
aircraft commander.
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Reunion 2006
February 1012
Holiday Inn Riverwalk

New format for Reunion
2006!
Friday night: Unit Reunion Night
We need Unit Champions to organize
and promote Unit Reunions, so
DUSTOFFers can get together and tell
war stories with the comrades with whom
they served.

Saturday afternoon: Award ceremonies at the AMEDD Museum for Hall
of Fame, Crewmember of the Year, and
Rescue of the Year.

Saturday night: Banquet
Entertainment and dancing. No speeches
and no awards.
Let us know if youd like to be a Unit
Champion. E-mail us at ed@dustoff.org.

As of 30 April 2005

Total Income
Total Expenses
—————
NET INCOME (LOSS)
==========

A poem written by SP6 Hurlie Cook,
B Co, 5th Medical Bn, 25th Infantry
Division in Vietnam, 1965, and donated by
Dianne Carroll, wife of famous
DUSTOFFer, Bill Carroll.
The bravest men I’ve ever known
Are the men of the DUSTOFF crew.
They risk their lives from day to day,
For men like me and you.
CPT Hopkins is one of these brave men,
And so is every man of his crew.
When he is needed, he’s on the way,
And he answers to “DUSTOFF 22.”
When the call comes in for Medevac,
They’re seldom ever late.
For another man and his brave crew,
Is CPT Tuller on DUSTOFF 28.
I have great respect for all these men,
I admire the job that they do.
They risk their lives in an unarmed ship,
With only an M16 or two.
CPT Carroll is another courageous man,
And so is his crew you see.
He’ll come to the rescue of wounded men,
And he answers to “DUSTOFF 23.”

So, men, remember when you’re on the line,
Fighting “Charlie” with grief and despair.
When you need Medevac for a wounded friend,
DUSTOFF will always be there.

$33,431.48
$30,929.95

$2,501.98

Balances at the bank/credit union are as follows:
Bank of America, Military Bank Checking
Passbook Share Account PFCE
Money Market Savings

$12,646.60
$10,285.38
$9,056.09

Retail Value of Store Items on Hand
Memorial Fund balance

$23,551.00
$12,447.09
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MEDEVAC

The everyday life of the DUSTOFF crew,
Is very seldom a bore.
CPT Mills will agree with me on that,
For he’s the pilot of DUSTOFF 24.

Treasurer’s Report

From the Consultant

I’ve tried to relay my feeling, friend,
I’ve tried to give you some faith, too.
Just put your trust in these great men,
The men of our DUSTOFF crew.

The DUSTOFFer

by LTC David McDonald

U

ncertain, confused, angry, wary,
betrayed and anxious, describe the
current mind-set for a majority of
Medical Service Corps Aviators when
asked about the future of their profession. I profess that the future is not all
that bleak and that we are poised to become a recognized, necessary profession within the joint community, expanding career opportunities for the
aeromedical evacuation professional
(67J).
These are trying times. The Army
is transforming to become more efficient, while simultaneously fighting a
war, a daunting task at best. During this
transformation process, the aeromedical evacuation (MEDEVAC) organizational structure was viewed by the
Army Aviation Branch and the Vice
Chief of Staff of the Army (VCSA) as
disorganized and inefficient. This unfortunate misunderstanding brought
about the decision to place MEDEVAC
under the command and control of
Army Aviation, thus placing all Army
Aviation assets under one structure.
However, since MEDEVAC is still part
of the Joint Health Service Support
(JHSS) system, providing a service
across the entire Joint Coalition continuum and is still, by Title X, an Army
Medical Department (AMEDD) responsibility, this new organizational
structure has made the MEDEVAC
mission more complex.
To mitigate this complexity and
ensure an integrated joint patient
evacuation system, new doctrine was
developed that allows the AMEDD influence over the execution of
MEDEVAC assets through the orders
process. Specifically a Theater Patient
Movement Center (TPMC) assigned to
the Medical Deployment Support
Commands (MDSC) and Intra-theater
Patient Evacuation Center (IPMC) assigned to Medical Support Commands
(MSC) have been conceptualized and
incorporated into new AMEDD doctrine. This patient movement center
concept was recently introduced to the
44th Medical Command (MEDCOM),
which is currently in support of OperaSPRING/SUMMER 2005

tion Iraqi Freedom (OIF). Brigadier
General Granger (Commander, 44
MEDCOM) readily approved the concept, and LTC Bob Mitchell (Commander, 36th Evacuation Battalion) is
in the process of implementation. This
will establish a medical evacuation construct that will ensure continued
AMEDD influence over the execution
of MEDEVAC assets, as well as ensure

The Army aeromedical evacuation officer is
unique and provides an
exclusive service that
every joint service and
coalition partner habitually requests.
continued synchronization between
MEDEVAC and ground evacuation assets within the OIF theater of operations.
The introduction, acceptance, and
implementation of the TPMC and the
IPMC concept will promote Army
MEDEVAC as an Army core competency that contributes to the interdependent joint force. This will open up new
career opportunities within the
COCOMs, and the Joint Staff.
However Joint Staff and COCOM
opportunities are but one pillar in which
the aeromedical evacuation professional can serve. Under my new career
model concept, I envision the aeromedical evacuation professional serving in branch qualifying aviation positions, as well as competing for General
Support Aviation Battalion (GSAB)
commands as 67Js, along with habitual
career assignments. Also, I envision the
aeromedical evacuation professional
serving in key AMEDD positions competing for battalion and brigade commands.
It is also my intent to lobby for a
separate Joint funding line for
MEDEVAC, so we can become modernized quicker and dont have to compete for Army Aviation funds. If this

occurs, more career opportunities become available for the aeromedical
evacuation professional. This with the
other initiatives will help me expand the
Long Term Health Education and Training (LTHET) opportunities identifying
aeromedical evacuation as a true profession, no longer requiring 67Js to
have a secondary Area of Concentration (AOC).
I have addressed this august group
as aeromedical evacuation professionals rather that 67Js or MEDEVAC pilots, as you truly are professionals. The
Army aeromedical evacuation officer
is unique and provides an exclusive
service that every joint service and coalition partner habitually requests. This
makes the aeromedical evacuation profession truly an ARMY asset that contributes to the joint interdependent
force. It is my intent, through the above
initiatives, to ensure that the aeromedical evacuation professional regains the
status and recognition that is long overdue.
DUSTOFFer

Flight Instructor Comments
to Students:
If a bird had your flying
ability, it would fly backward.
If your flying knowledge were
written on a matchbox, there
would be ample room left for
the Old Testament and a few
chapters from the New.
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Top of the Schoolhouse

Chopper Crews Ferry U.S. Troops to Safety
Ken Dilanian, Knight Ridder News Service, contributed the following article in the 24 January 2005
San Antonio Express-News, about a Texas DUSTOFFer in Iraq.

by 1SG Jayme Johnson

I

n our last update USASAM had just
completed the Flight Medic Course
Critical Task Selection Board/Critical
Task Selection Survey (CTSB/CTSS).
The intent of the CTSB/CTSS was to
ensure that current lesson plans taught
in the resident Flight Medic Course are
in line with skills required in the field.
A few changes have occurred in
those lesson plans based on the board
recommendations. The most significant
addition is in the way we teach trauma
management. Based on lessons learned
from OEF/OIF, we now incorporate the
training methodology of Tactical Combat Casualty Care (TC3) into the Flight
Medic course.
Under the TC3 methodology, casualty management during combat missions can be divided into three distinct
phases. First, Care under Fire refers
to care rendered at the scene of the injury while both the medic and the casualty are under effective hostile fire.
Second, Tactical Field Care is the

How to Contribute Articles
to The DUSTOFFer

The DUSTOFFer would like to
publish your article. If you have
a recollection of a particular
DUSTOFF or MAST mission,
please share it with our members.
If your unit has been involved in
an outstanding rescue mission or
worthwhile program, please submit your essay about it to The
DUSTOFFer. Send photographs
with your article or attach them
electronically to your e-mail.
Send typed, double-spaced hard
copy to the address below, or
e-mail
your
article
to
secretary@dustoff.org
or
jtrus5@aol.com.
Please send your submissions to:
The DUSTOFFer
P. O. Box 8091
San Antonio, TX 78208
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care rendered once the casualty and his
unit are no longer under effective hostile fire, and third, Combat Casualty
Evacuation Care is the care rendered
while the casualty is being evacuated
by an aircraft, ground vehicle, or boat
for transportation to a higher echelon
of care.
These concepts recognize a particularly important principle: performing
the correct intervention at the correct
time in the continuum of field care. A
medically correct intervention performed at the wrong time in combat
may lead to further injuries.
CPT David Broussard, the Flight
Medic Course Director, has implemented this training in the Flight Medic
Course through both classroom instruction and a situational training exercise
that incorporates all three phases of
TC3.
Further changes in the Flight Medic
Course deal with class demographics.
The last two courses have increased in
joint attendance to the tune of 21 Navy
Corpsman. This is in preparation for the
Navys upcoming mission of providing
direct support MEDEVAC to those
forces in support of OIF V.
The Medical Evacuation Doctrine
Course (2C-F7) continues to play a vital role in the education of combat
health support providers. The last
Course graduated a total of 33 students,
14 were Navy personnel who will be
responsible for the planning and execution of medical evacuation for OIF V.
In May 2005 the 2C-F7 instructors
traveled to San Diego, California, to
conduct training for additional Navy
personnel tasked to provide the planning and execution of medical evacuation for OIF V. The June 2005 resident
2C-F7 Course incorporated new lesson
plans dealing with the role of air ambulance companies in the new Brigade
Aviation Element (BAE) (TC 1-400)
and the General Support Aviation Battalions (GSAB) (FM 3-04.118).
The inaugural Joint Medical En
Route Care Course (JMERCC) was
held 28 March 2005. The focus of this
new two-week course is to synchronize

health care providers from each of the
services and educate them on the advanced care requirements of medically
or surgically stabilized casualties during air transport within a joint environment. The class comprised both officer
and enlisted personnel from the Army,
Navy, and Air Force, and totaled 17 students. The JMERCC is scheduled again
for October 2005. For more information about the courses offered at
USASAM, you can visit our website
at: <http://usasam.amedd.army.mil>.
In closing I would like to recognize the academic excellence of the following soldiers, sailors, and airmen.
The Distinguished Honor Graduate for
Class 05-01 was SGT Mathew J.
Marrott, and the two Honor Graduates
were TSGT Daniel Normandin and
SGT Jeffery Dixon. The Distinguished
Honor Graduate for Class 05-02 was
HM2 Mark Kirkland, and the Honor
Graduate was HM2 Keith Koerber.
As my time as the First Sergeant
for USASAM comes to a close I want
to extend a heartfelt thanks to all the
DUSTOFFer readers for your support
over the past three years. Thank you for
your service and continued support.
DUSTOFF!
DUSTOFFer
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aji Army Airfield, IraqCPT Joel
Neuenschwander was just powering down his Black Hawk helicopter
after a routine transport flight when the
call came, the one he often waits for
hours each shift to hear.
Medevac, medevac, medevac.
The words are spoken sharply through
the crackle of a walkie-talkie that each
crewmember carries around headquarters of this sprawling base north of
Baghdad.
Neuenschwander, of Bandera, began running to the radio room, while
the other three crewmembers sprinted
back out to the aircraft. It is his job to
get the exact location, the seriousness
of the injuries, how dangerous the area
might be.
The call was marked urgent. A
U.S. soldier had been wounded by a
roadside bomb about 15 miles north of
Baghdad.
The pilot in charge, CPT Scott
Brown, prepared the helicopter for
flight. The crew chief, SGT Douglas
Study, quickly hooked up a headset and
microphone for a reporter flying along.
The medic, SSG Thomas Harris, rechecked his equipment.
Three minutes after the request
came in, the Black Hawkcall sign
DUSTOFF 41, a stuffed Tasmanian
Devil wedged in its front windshield
soared forward and upward into the
sky.
More than 10,000 U.S. troops have
been wounded in the Iraq War. More
than 90 percent of those who have been
hurt in battle survived, according to a
Harvard University studyup from 76
percent in Vietnam and 70 percent in
World War II.
That is due in no small measure to
the men and women who make up the
medical evacuation helicopter units.
They aim to fly to the scene, pick up
the wounded, and rush them to a combat support hospital within 30 minutes.
Each Black Hawk can carry as many
as six litters and a seventh patient in a
seat.
Theyre among the only helicopter
crews in Iraq whose job is to land in
SPRING/SUMMER 2005

potentially hostile areas outside of the
fortified bases that most U.S. troops
never leave. Theyre armed with only
M4 rifles and handguns.
In January one Medevac helicopter,
emblazoned with bright red hospital
crosses, crashed while evading ground

One day we fly
wounded Americans;
the next day we fly
the guys who try to
kill them. And we
give them all the
same medical care.
fire, killing all nine service members
aboard. Countless others have been
shot at.
Knight Ridder spent four days with
the 50th Medical Company, which covers greater Baghdad from Taji Base.
The 50th is part of the 101st Airborne
Division, which was involved in the
Iraq invasion and later occupied the
northern town of Mosul. Most members
of the company are on their second Iraq
tour. They expect it wont be their last.
Neuenschwander, 29, has missed
most of the short life of his 19-monthold daughter.
Here, in a small building near the
helicopter pad, two crews of four idle
away their days and nights watching
DVDs, surfing the Internet, and doing

paperwork, while they wait for a call
that will send them flying low and fast
over cities and countryside. They work
12-hour shifts, alternating days and
nights, with one day off every 10 days.
The first-up crew takes urgent
missions, and the second up crew
takes what are called priority missions, anything from transporting blood
to picking up a soldier with food poisoning. When one crew goes to lunch,
the other takes whatever call comes in.
Almost every day or night, and typically more than once, a call comes. In
a recent week, Neuenschwanders crew
flew more than a dozen missions. Although they dont usually retrieve bodies, they helped pick up seven National
Guard soldiers killed 7 January when
their Bradley hit a giant bomb in the
road. They did it to spare their comrades the gruesome work, said company commander Major William
Howard of Shinglehouse, Pennsylvania.
The next morning they took an
American soldier whose appendix may
have burst to the hospital. Minutes after returning from that flight, they responded to the scene of a crash in which
a car full of Iraqi civilians collided with
a Bradley fighting vehicle, badly injuring five Iraqis.
One day we fly wounded Americans; the next day we fly the guys
who try to kill them, Harris said,
and we give them all the same medical care. n

Whats New at http://dustoff.org
Many facets of military hardware draw in collectors, but one of the most
avid groups of collectors is the military patch collector. The DUSTOFF
Association Web site has over 200 air ambulance unit patches in its collection, and the collection grows almost weekly. There are many vintage
patches from the early days of DUSTOFF and many newer patches from
the air ambulance units carrying on our proud tradition today. Stop by the
DUSTOFF Association Web site at <http://dustoff.org>, and click on the
Patch Search link in the left navigation bar. The full DUSTOFF Association online patch collection is in a searchable database that allows one to
look for something specific or see all the patches.
PAGE 9

REUNION 2005

Army Aviation Focuses on DUSTOFF

The 28 February 2005 Army Aviation contained the following excerpts about various DUSTOFF units.

C

ombat Operations in Afghanistan
and IraqThe 68 th Medical
Evacuation Company (Air Ambulance), an HH-60L MEDEVAC unit
from Hawaii, is a good example of the
benefits of having one area of responsibility aviation headquarters. They
were under the command and control
of JTF Wings for day-to-day operations, and as required provided taskorganized assets in support of ground
battalion combat teams (BCTs). The
MEDEVAC crews gained such inherent mission execution multipliers as
operational situational awareness,
three-dimensional threat information,
attach helicopter security, and aviation
risk approval and launch authority. n

A

rmy Aviation Support to
SOUTHCOMNot your Typical
OrganizationStationed at Soto Cano
Air Base in Honduras, the 1st Battalion,
228th Aviation Regiment, has been reshaped by Army Transformation and
Task Force Aviation implementation.
Attached to the 1-228th Aviation is the
U.S. Army Air Ambulance Detachment-Honduras (USAAAD), a medical
evacuation detachment with four HH60L Black Hawks.
The Army Aviation Air/Sea Rescue
Award is presented to the 68th Medical
Company (Air Ambulance), Wheeler
Army Airfield, Hawaii. Goodrich Hoist
and Winch sponsors this award, which
is presented to a crew who has per-

formed a rescue using a personnel hoist.
The crew of DUSTOFF 56 performed
a life-saving mission in a hostile area
near the Pakistan border in northeastern Afghanistan. Three Marines, severely wounded by Taliban forces,
needed evacuation from steep mountainous terrain. The six-hour mission
involved multiple trips to the pickup
site and several hoist operations at over
5,000 feet in elevation, performing under day, night, and night vision goggle
conditions. Major David M. Spero accepted the award on behalf of his unit
and crew members, including SSG
David Hernandez, SSG Robert
Rameriz, CW2 Jayson Rayburn, and
1SG Louis Gholston. n

SPC Erik Burns, DUSTOFF Crewmember of the Year
Christine Hawk (Goodrich Hoist Corp.) presents
SPC Erik Burns, 507th Medical Company (AA),
with the DUSTOFF Crewmember of the Year Award.

Father and Son at War

M

The November 2003 issue of Soldiers magazine focused on some historic DUSTOFFers.

ichael Novosel and his son, Mike
Jr., muse over Vietnam like old
war buddies at a reunion.
We were always being shot at. We
expected it, Mike Jr. said of the rescue missions they flew together.
America didnt ask Mike Jr. to follow his father into war. He went willingly to flight school and later to Vietnam, where he volunteered as a
DUSTOFF pilot for the 82nd Medical
Detachment.
The senior Novosel was the 82nds
medical evacuation instructor pilot, a
seasoned trainer whod coached pilots
to fly in the line of fire. He welcomed
his son into the unit with more pride
than fear of the dangers ahead.
I wasnt overly concerned about
the risk Mike was taking. I was confident in my ability to teach him the
proper way of doing the work and surviving, Novosel said.
But in March 1970, Mike Jr.s UH-1
helicopter was shot down. His dad
heard the mayday call from 15 minutes away. With assurance from the aircraft commander that his sons crew had
survived the crash and found shelter,
Novosel completed his own mission
before flying to their aid.
The younger Novosel returned the
favor seven days later when his father
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was shot down. Just 19 at the time,
Mike Jr. flew to his fathers rescue.
Saving one another was no big
deal, Novosel said. Saving lives was
what we did.
The 82nd Medical Detachment had
12 pilots and six aircraft. The aviators
didnt dream of reaping rewards,
Novosel Sr. said. None of us cared

None of us cared
about getting medals.
We were too fatigued
to think about recognition.
about getting medals. We were too fatigued to think about recognition.
Public praise came to the elder
Novosel after the war in 1971, when
he was presented the Medal of Honor
for his actions in Kien Tuong Province.
Novosel flew his Huey into a hail of
enemy fire to save the lives of 29 soldiers on 2 October 1969. The wounded
menwithout weapons or radios
avoided direct fire by crouching low in
elephant grass as Novosel hovered his
aircraft close enough that crew members could reach down and pull them

aboard.
They were badly wounded,
Novosel said. One mans intestines
were coming out, another had lost a
hand, and another had been shot
through the mouth.
The risky vocation of a DUSTOFF
pilot may have seemed like a death
wish. But it was a job of necessity. And
perhaps one of humbleness.
When I look back and realize that
I flew 2,543 missionseach one dedicated to saving livesI wonder what
was more important about that one occasion than all of the others, Novosel
said. There were times when Id saved
50 to 60 lives at a time. But this day I
saved only 29. Only 29that clues you
in on the thought process that goes
along with doing this kind of work.
Mike Jr. was still in training when
his dad completed the mission that
branded him a hero.
Throughout the war, Mike Jr.
trusted that the techniques his father
taught would keep him alivetricks
like flipping the tail of the aircraft in
the direction of fire so bullets would
have to travel through the body of the
aircraft before entering the crew compartment.

Ernie Sylvester, Laura and Erik Burns, and Garry Atkins

Outgoing president Ernie Sylvester passes the
gavel to the incoming president Garry Atkins.

Tom Nicollet (Sikorsky Helicopters) presents the
DUSTOFF Rescue of the Year Award to
CPT Jacqueline Moyer and SSG Albert Wright,
67th Medical Company (AA).

Tom Nicollet (Sikorsky Helicopters) with Rescue of the
Year Award winners CPT Jacqueline Moyer
and SSG Albert Wright.

(Father, continued on page 11.)
The DUSTOFFer
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DUSTOFF

Six DUSTOFF Hall of Fame members grace the wall
with their commemorative plaques. (L-R) Pat Brady,
Doug Moore, Mike Novosel, Ernie Sylvester,
Jim Truscott, and Jerry Foust.

Former association president Eddo Taylor and incoming
vice-president Doug Moore practice revelry.

The Honorable Stephen Reed, Mayor of Harrisburg, PA,
delivered a stirring speech in support of DUSTOFF
and awarding the Combat Medical Badge
to our crewmembers.
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(Father, continued from page 10.)

Famous DUSTOFFers E. Goodman Bradshaw, former
president of the association, advises association
president Ernie Sylvester of required behavior.

When we actually flew together, I
didnt doubt for a second that the outcome would be good. I also had a lot of
faith in the aircraft commanders he put
me with because theyd all been there
and done that, Mike Jr. said.
The Novosels are now retired warrant officers. Mike Jr. runs the Flight
Line Café just outside of Eglin Air
Force Base, Florida. The cafés walls
pay tribute to his dad and to aviation
history through photographs and artifacts.
Mike Sr. divides his time between
homes in Florida and Enterprise, Alabama. His military adventures were
published in 1999 in DUSTOFF: The
Memoirs of an Army Aviator.
Their combat days are over, but father and son reminisce about a past that
makes them comrades as well as kin.
When two guys from Vietnam
meet, they call it a reunion. But Dad
and I have that every day, Mike Jr.
said. My dad is an old friend from the
war, an old combat buddy. How many
fathers and sons share that? n

Military Medicine to Win Hearts and Minds
Aid to Civilians in the Vietnam War

By Robert J. Wilensky
Order toll free from Texas Tech University Press  800.832.4042

A

merican Soldiers have provided
medical aid to civilians in many
wars, and no less in the Vietnam War,
where there were more than forty million contacts between U.S. medical
personnel and Vietnamese civilians.
Robert J. Wilensky, using data derived from extensive archival research, as well as his personal experience in Vietnam, shows how medical aid to Vietnamese civilians, at first
based simply on good will, became
policy.
The original Medical Civic Action
Program (MEDCAP), by which unit
medical teams treated civilians in
their area, soon expanded to other
acronymically-designated programs:
The Military Provincial Hospital
(later Health) Assistance Program
(MILPHAP), the Civilian War Casualty Program (CWCP), and the Provincial Health Assistance Program
(PHAP).
Robert J. Wilensky, a battalion
medical officer in Vietnam in 1967
68, is a surgeon who also holds a

Ph.D. in history. He is on the staff
of the Historical Section of the Office of the Surgeon General of the
Army, teaches at George Mason and
American University, and has an
appointment at the Uniformed
Services University of Health
Sciences. n

Fred Castleberry, Vietnam veteran whose life was saved by
a DUSTOFF crew, recounted the blessings of every day he
has been given to live since he was wounded on his 21st
birthday in Vietnam. He introduced our keynote speaker,
the Honorable Stephen Reed.

MG (R) Pat Brady presents his coin to SPC Daniel Reed.
Reed was recovering at BAMC from wounds he
suffered in Operation Iraqi Freedom and was our
guest at the reunion.
The DUSTOFFer

A cartoon drawing of Miss Lace,
rendered in 1965 for the
Original DUSTOFF 57TH Medical
Detachment (Helicopter Ambulance)
by the creator of Steve Canyon,
cartoonist Milton Caniff.
Jim Truscott recounts war stories as he accepts his induction
into the DUSTOFF Hall of Fame.
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FLATIRON Moves to the Aviation Training Brigade

T

Arikka Johnson, a Living Editor for the Army Flier, published at Fort Rucker, Alabama,
reported on this historical event in the 28 October 2004 edition.

o honor the coming together of two
vital military organizations, the
U.S. Army Aeromedical Center Air
Ambulance Detachment, FLATIRON,
and the Aviation Training Brigade held
a realignment ceremony 20 October at
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. The
ceremony began with a tribute to FLATIRON and its vital mission.
FLATIRON has flown more than
2,000 MAST missions, saving the lives
of more than 1,900 residents of the local community. FLATIRON also flew
more than 500 missions in support of
the installation and the U.S. Army Aviation Center. FLATIRONs mission is to
provide the highest quality crash rescue and aeromedical evacuation support to USAAVNC, USAAMC, the
Southeast TRICARE Regional Medical Command, and the local Wiregrass
community, and has done so since
1957.
On 15 April 2004, FLATIRON, a
subordinate unit of the USAAMC, was
reassigned to and became part of the
Aviation Training Brigade, effective 1
October. COL Susan Denny, Commander of USAAMC, took the podium
to address the realignment.
It is an incredible honor to be a part
of todays realignment ceremony. It is
with mixed emotions that I bid goodbye to FLATIRON, which has been
with us for more than half a century.
Today we find ourselves in the
midst of great change. We are an Army
of seasoned combat veterans who have
learned the lessons born on the fields
of battles and have become better,
stronger, and more efficient. As the
Army changes, I think for the better,
and with the complex realities of modern warfare in Iraq and Afghanistan, we
can no longer fly our medical evacuation pilots into combat without intelligence, gunship support, fire support,
and critical maintenance functions, she
said.
The Aviation Training Brigade and
its brave soldiers will now work more
closely with our MEDEVAC pilots under this realignment, said Denny. But
before we move on, Id like to make
PAGE 12

one more comment about FLATIRON
members. Theyve always been at the
ready, around the clock, standing by in
case of any emergency at a moments
notice. For the past 40 years, they have

Theyve responded
to aviation accidents,
hard landings, floods,
fires, medical emergencies, and countless motor vehicle accidents
around the region.
Theyve saved countless lives. . . .
never failed to perform. Theyve responded to aviation accidents, hard
landings, floods, fires, medical emergencies, and countless motor vehicle
accidents around the region. Theyve
saved countless lives, and their professionalism is always evident, she said.
Major Colaccio, you have been an
exceptional leader before and throughout this change. I appreciate your skill
and guidance, as you set your unit up
for success during this transition. Finally, I personally want to thank all the
MEDEVAC commanders, pilots, crew
chiefs, medics, and firefighters for their
tireless commitment to FLATIRON,
Denny said.
COL Stephen Simmons, Commander of the Aviation Training Brigade, then took the podium.
It is important we acknowledge
this first step in the evolution of the
Army Aviation Warfighting Center and
the Aviation Training Brigade. This
evolution will allow us to adapt and respond to demand of the transformation
of the Army at war and bring out our
greatest strengths, he said.
To meet these challenges and possibilities, we have gone through
changes over the past two years and will
continue to see changes into the future.
Moving FLATIRON to the Aviation
Training Brigade is a logical step that

Fort Rucker, TRADOC, and
MEDCOM take to improve our flexibility as a force, said Simmons.
FLATIRON has an outstanding
history of providing medical support to
the ATB and have successfully accomplished their missions. The realignment
will formalize the relationship between
these two entities, he said.
ATB provides the structure, the resources, the expertise that are necessary
to perform critical command and control functions. Ultimately, the unity in
command resulting from this realignment will enhance FLATIRONs training programs, its standardization, and
the ability to accomplish its mission as
a fully synchronized part of the command intent, Simmons said.
The name FLATIRON evolved
from the demanding requirement of
having one rescue aircraft in the air the
entire time USAAVNC students were
flying. When one aircraft would land
to refuel, another would immediately
launch. This term refers to flat irons
used by early settlers when ironing their
clothing. One iron would be in the fire
while the other was in use. n

A male pilot is a
confused soul who
talks about women
when he’s flying and
about flying when
he’s with a woman.
The DUSTOFFer

If Youre Not in Love With a Soldier
If youre not in love with a Soldier,
you cant know adventure. You dont
know smelly gray PT uniforms that
require daily washing. You cant understand green and brown camouflaged bags flooding your bedroom
floor.
If youre not in love with a Soldier,
you cant understand the meaning of
the phrase going to the field and the
weeks you spend away from each
other.
If youre not in love with a Soldier,
you can never imagine the hole in your
(Aviator, continued from page 16.)
of frontline evacuation only.
The fourth problem area is in the
selection of personnel for the aviation
program. In the early stages, it was necessary to use aviators from other services. These people did an outstanding
job in organizing the program, but they
also presented somewhat of a career
management problem, in that they
knew relatively little about our Corps.
The program now has sufficient senior personnel to stand on its own, and
future aviators should come from outstanding young officers who prove
themselves a credit to our Corps during their first two years of service. This
will give us new blood for the program
and allow the officers to grow from the
bottom up in their dual career field. It
will also improve the morale of aviators already in the program to know we
are not taking in any more senior people
who will bump them from the relatively
few senior field grade positions we
presently have authorized.
In summation, the MSC Aviator
faces all the career management problems associated with his brother MSCs,
as well as those associated with the
Aviation Officer Career Program. If he
is to become a well-rounded officer, he
must have help from our assignment
and career planning people to assure his
progressive movement up these dual
career ladders. n
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heart when that phone call comes.
Honey, I am leaving tomorrow to go
overseas. I dont know how long I will
be gone or exactly where I am going,
but I want you to know I love you
always!
If youre not in love with a Soldier,
you dont know what its like to say that
final good-bye. You dont know what
it really means to be glued to the television. You dont understand fear, and
you cant possibly understand the sleepless nights of endless crying wondering if you will ever see the love of your
life again.
If youre not in love with a Soldier,
you cant know the immense joy, the
uncontrollable smile, or the butterflies
in your stomach when you see your
Soldier march into the family waiting
area upon redeployment. You cant understand the self-control it takes to
stand on the other side of the room as
some higher-up gives a seemingly endless welcome home speech while the
Soldiers stand in formation. You dont
know what its like to have that second
first kiss, or what its like to experience
puppy love all over.
If youre not in love with a Soldier,
you cant truly understand how to make
every moment count because you never
know when that phone call may come
again.
If youre not in love with a Soldier,
you can never really understand how
very delicate life is. n

The DUSTOFF Medic
by CW2 David Alderson,
45th Medical Company
(Air Ambulance)
The DUSTOFF Medic is a special man,
Doing a job that few men can.
Flying anywhere at any time,
Any place in any clime.
In the job he has, the demand is great,
But few can face the unknown fate.
High in the air near heaven’s breath,
Then to the ground as a target for death.
Through enemy fire of every kind,
Never losing his calm medic’s mind.
Concern for the wounded is his first
thought,
Trying to heal what bullets have wrought.
To save human lives his only fight,
Before his own life, comes another’s plight.
In an unarmed ship with his aid bag near,
Past enemy tracers with no time for fear.
Then down to the ground and out of
the ship,
Standing up proud with never a slip.
Braving bullets as they past him fly,
Waiting for the wounded ‘mid roaring
sounds.
Then from the ground departing fast,
Working on wounded as air rushes past.
Then to a hospital as he gives first aid,
As fast as possible as life starts to fade.
He works as fast and best as he can,
Using his knowledge on the wounded man.
Giving him of his own heart and breath,
Trying his best to stave off death.
Then to the hospital and approach and
flare,
Rushing the man to emergency care.
Then a doctor saying this man we can save,
Because of your medic, the care that
he
gave.
A man dedicated to no uncommon ideal,
He gives of himself, others to heal.

What is the difference
between God and a
pilot?
God doesnt think
he is a pilot.
PAGE 17

(Aviator, continued from page 15.)
the individual will be eliminated from
the Army Aviation program.

Career Management
Problems Peculiar
to MSC Aviators
Up to this point, we have discussed
in very general terms the evolution of
the MSC Flight Program and the Aviation Officer Career Program, as outlined in AR 600-105. Now I will briefly
discuss what I feel to be the major career management problems peculiar to
our aviators.
The first and foremost problem is
the maintenance of this dual proficiency
in the branch career field and in the
aviation career field.
Picture, if you will, a young officer
standing before a tall structure. At the
summit of this structure stands his goal
or objective, which is the attainment of
senior commander or senior staff officer
status in the service of his country. On
his right hand is a career progression
ladder in his ground duty career field,
and on his left hand is a career progression ladder in the aviation career field.
The individual should start by
spending his first two years climbing
the branch career ladder. This two-year
period should be spent building a solid
foundation in the Medical Service
Corps.
He then applies for aviation training, graduates from the helicopter program, and crosses over and begins to
climb the aviation career ladder. He
should spend a minimum of three years
in one of our aviation units building a
solid foundation in medical aviation.
Upon completion of this three-year
tour, he is ready to cross over to his
basic ground career field ladder and
serve a two-year tour of ground duty.
Upon completion of his Category III
ground duty tour, he is ready for another Category I or Category II aviation assignment, so he again crosses
over to the aviation career progression
career ladder.
This crisscrossing between the two
career progression fields continues
throughout the remainder of the
aviators career. The key to the successful development of the individual, both
as an MSC officer and as an aviator,
PAGE 16

lies in the close monitorship of his assignments and the planning of the career progression ladders, so the individual receives progressively broader
career development assignments each
time he crosses from one career program ladder to the other.
People exercising assignment jurisdiction and career planning, from the

The first and foremost problem is the
maintenance of this
dual proficiency in the
branch career field and
in the aviation career
field.
top people in Washington to the lowest
unit commander and personnel officer,
must see to it that the aviator moves to
a higher rung on the ladder each time
he crosses over. The aviator will spend
only approximately 40% of his time in
his ground duty career field. Consequently, he must be assigned to positions that allow him to learn the most
about his ground career field in the limited time available.
He is expected to know as much
about his ground career field as his
brother MSC, but we know that unless
he is an exceptional person, he cannot
possibly learn as much when he spends
only 40% of his time in the field, compared to his brothers 100%. However,
I do hope that both people are of equal
value to our Corps and to the Army; the
aviator because he carries additional
skills and qualifications, and his brother
MSC because of his greater experience
and background in the ground career
field.
A second problem area, which is
actually part of the one just discussed,
is the development of an aviation career progression pattern and adhering
to it. We do not have such a pattern
published as yet, although a draft has
been prepared. This is a step in the right
direction. We have far too many aviators who are becoming stagnated in the
same old jobs at the detachment and
platoon level. We must clearly define
and chart aviation career patterns and
start people progressing up the ladder.
A third problem, related to building

a second career progression pattern, is
that we allow our MSC aviation program to stagnate. While Army Aviation
as a whole is growing by leaps and
bounds because of the increased emphasis on mobility and firepower, our
own program is trending toward the
rather limited role of frontline evacuation only. This mission, of necessity,
limits us to a small aircraft with a low
silhouette that can operate out of unimproved areas.
If we are going to provide effective
medical service, we must develop the
capability of moving our mobile surgical and evacuation hospitals by air. This
requires the addition of larger helicopters for our Corps, the addition of more
medical helicopter companies, and the
development of a medical helicopter
battalion operating under the Corps and
Army Surgeons, respectively. In addition to transporting our hospitals in time
of need, these units would provide lateral and rearward evacuation of patients, resupply of critically needed
medical items, and second-echelon
aviation maintenance for our platoons.
MSC Aviation must have this capability. We cannot depend on the Transportation Corps. At the very time we
need a hospital moved, patients evacuated, or critical supplies delivered, the
tactical commander needs ammunition,
supplies, and replacements, and he will
get first priority. The only way we can
be assured of dependable service is for
the surgeon to have his own integral
aircraft. This is commensurate with the
current philosophy of Army Aviation.
The surgeon has the responsibility
for providing effective medical service,
and he must be provided the tools with
which to accomplish his mission. The
required tools include an increased lift
capability for our medical aviation
units, so we can make our surgical and
evacuation hospitals air mobile, provide lateral and rearward evacuation of
patients, and transport critically required medical supplies.
The only way we will ever achieve
this capability is through concentrated
effort and a good sales program. We
need some high-ranking advocates of
medical aviation who will toot our
horn and who will toot it loud and
long. Otherwise, we face possible extinction or relegation to the limited role
(Aviator, continued on page 17.)
The DUSTOFFer

Veterans Day Tribute to Vietnam Helicopter pilots

O

DUSTOFFer Boyd Wynne contributed this essay, transmitted from the
Task Force, 185th Aviation in the Sunni Triangle, on Veterans Day, 2004.

n Veterans Day, we will honor all
those service members and their
families who have served and sacrificed
before us. We deeply respect and admire the dedication and selfless service
of all combat veterans.
Task Force 185th Aviation would
like to dedicate our success here in Iraq
to the Vietnam helicopter pilots and
crews who developed the basics of our
modern day Army Aviation doctrine.
Thanks to our predecessors, we have
the most modern, high-tech aircraft, we
have tried and true tactics, techniques,
and procedures, and we have the proven
skills to accomplish our mission. When
we arrived in Iraq, we were more than
prepared for the challenge.
In contrast, the helicopter pilots of
Vietnam were young men who went
from high school to flight school and
then straight to Vietnam. The average
age of a helicopter pilot in Vietnam was
the early 20s, and the concept of helicopters in combat was a novelty.
Thirty-five years later, the average age
of TF 185th pilots is 34, and the average flight experience is almost 3,000
hours. Despite their inexperience, Vietnam-era pilots were fearless and innovative as they adapted and developed
ways to utilize the helicopter in combat.
The 185 th is mostly a National
Guard and Reserve Task Force. While
most Vietnam Veterans have long been
retired, 10% of our pilots are Vietnam
old-timers in their mid-50s. Over the
years, these veterans, along with many
others, have been our mentors and role
models as we trained and prepared for
combat.
The enemy in Vietnam were more
ferocious, smarter, and dedicated. Iraqi
insurgents are cowards, picking on the
innocent or using hit-and-run tactics to
avoid a fight. The Viet Cong may have
used hit-and-run tactics, but they were
deliberate in their prosecution of the
war. When in a situation they couldnt
back out of, they fought fiercely.
Shoulder-fired, man-portable antiaircraft missiles appeared at the end of
the Vietnam War, so the aviators did not
SPRING/SUMMER 2005

have to contend with them for long.
What they learned about these new,
small, heat-seeking missiles was critical to our tactics today. The greatest
threat to our aircraft in Iraq is encountering new versions of this man portable
anti-aircraft missile.

Despite their inexperience, Vietnamera pilots were fearless and innovative as
they adapted and
developed ways to
utilize the helicopter
in combat.
Due to the enemy threat and dense
airspace use here in Iraq, detailed and
time-consuming mission planning is a
way of life. Fortunately, we have the
computers, software, and Internet-generated airspace coordination means to
create computer-generated maps and
mission data for each flight. We also
have GPS navigation systems, longrange radios, and complete flight instruments. For protection, we fly only in
pairs here, while in Vietnam, many
times they flew single-ship with minimal pre-planning time using only a map
and a compass.
Today in Iraq, safety is paramount
to everything we do. We even say our
biggest enemy is ourselves in the form
of an accident. We are required to conduct thorough risk analysis and track
our duty time to prevent flight fatigue.
In contrast, Vietnam Vets developed
safety procedures only after frequent
accidents or shoot-downs. In Iraq, we
also enjoy the tactical advantage of flying blacked-out at night, with night
vision goggles that were not invented
back then.
But perhaps the greatest difference
between Iraq and Vietnam is the support at home. Today we enjoy widespread support on the home front. Even
those who cant see why we are fight-

ing rarely slander soldiers when they
protest the war. This may be due in part
to 9/11, but it is also because our nation remembers the nature of the 1960s
war protesters and their actions toward
returning Vietnam vets. Such conduct
is no longer acceptable in mainstream
American society. This quote by Vietnam Veteran Ronnie Wells makes it
clear: When comparing Vietnam to
Iraq, there were a few things that were
painful. First, we went as individuals,
not as units. We came and went at different times. We often left in the middle
of the night, coming home to a town
that may or may not have known you
even left. We were cursed, called babykillers, and completely disrespected for
many years. You, however, are seen as
heroes and should receive the accolades
you deserve.
We in Task Force 185th have a lot to
thank the aviators of Vietnam for, from
their pioneering tactics in Air Mobile
Warfare, to the way they proved what
was needed in the way of future aircraft.
The burdens they bore both at war and
at home have made our success in Iraq
possible. n
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Officer Career Management Problems Peculiar
to Aviators in the Army Medical Service

Musings of an Old Helicopter Pilot

I

n times of need, the Army calls on
its reserve counterparts to continue
the mission in garrison for deployed active duty units.
The 641st Medical Evacuation Battalion, a National Guard unit from
McNary Airfield in Salem, Oregon, has
taken over for the 56th Medical Battalion by taking on their mission at
Simmons Army Airfield while they are
deployed.
Weve just been here a couple of
weeks. The 56th just departed, and so
we are backfilling for them, LTC
David A. Greenwood, 641st battalion
commander said. We do the same
thing they do.
Filling the 56th Medical Battalions
shoes can be a difficult task to accomplish with fewer personnel and equipment shortages.
Our primary mission while we are
here is to run the medical evacuation
missions for Fort Bragg, Fort Stewart,
Fort Campbell, Fort Knox, Eglin Air
Force Base, and Ranger Camp at
Dahlonega, Georgia, Greenwood said.
So, at all these various installations,
we have pieces out there, with helicopters, and they are on 24-hour standby
in case there is some sort of training
accident.
One of the 641 st Medical
Battalions companies, 812th Medical
Company, from Esler Field, Alexandria,
Louisiana, replaced three companies
here with one-third the aircraft and oneninth the personnel, said SSSG
Michael R. Gray Jr., 812th crew chief.
However, this hasnt hampered their
performance, skill, or capability.
Since weve been activated in January, weve flown 1,270 hours and approximately 30 missions, said SSG
Matthew S. Harmon, 812th flight medic.
Due to the nature of their mission,
the 641st maintains qualified pilots, as
well as medical technicians.
This type of unit normally will
have air ambulance units, which are the
helicopters that provide Medevac support for the various installations, and
we also have ground ambulance companies, Greenwood said. All the
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Penned by then-Captain Byron P. Howlett Jr., this article in the U.S. Army, Europe,
Medical Bulletin, August 1962, . . . points out difficulties in maintaining flight proficiency
and also proficiency in administration; further recommending an increase in the helicopter
lift available to medical units in the combat area.
of branch material troop duty. After an senior commanders dont want this.
History of MSC Aviation

SP4 Jessica Carter reported about reserve air ambulances now at the ready on
Simmons Army Airfield in the Fort Bragg Paraglide, May 2003.
people in the unit get some medical
training and some aviation training.
Even though aviators are essential
to the missions success, the 641st focuses on medical treating and transporting soldiers.
Its all about the medical aspect.

Contrary to the
weekend warrior
stereotype, the 641st
remained technically
proficient at all
times and were ready
for the last-minute
activation.
The helicopter is just a conveyance to
get the patients to the hospital, and that
is where we fit in, Greenwood said.
We have folks who are experts on aircraft maintenance, safety, tactical operations . . . just to provide assistance
to units.
The flight crew consists of two pilots, one crew chief, and one flight
medic; however, they function as a team
to accomplish their objective.
Everyones job is centered around
getting a patient from Point A to Point
B in the fastest time possible; not necessarily treating him, but getting him
stabilized, packaged, and brought to a
place of higher critical care than what
we can provide, Gray said. We are
no more important than anyone else.
We are four people, but we act as one
crew.
Flight medics are trained to stabilize a patient, and a crew chief aids the
medic and tends to the needs of the aircraft.
We train with the medics, but we
arent qualified medics; we can assist
in various ways, Gray said. Our task
is primarily in the event that the aircraft
has a malfunction, we can diagnose the
malfunction and repair it as need be.
Each helicopter, UH-1 or UH-60Q,

is equipped to accomplish the mission
efficiently.
It is a Medevac-configured aircraft, Harmon said. We can carry
three litter patients or four ambulatory
patients, a crew chief, and flight medic.
The aircraft has a rescue hoist, so we
are able to do extractions on the hoist
from altitudes and areas where we cant
land a helicopter.
Because these ambulances move
above ground, the pilots are essential
and remain trained and ready for flight
at a moments notice, along with their
other three crew members.
Contrary to the weekend warrior
stereotype, the 641st remained technically proficient at all times and were
ready for the last-minute activation.
We were notified and then expected to be here four days later. There
was no time to train, Greenwood said.
When we got here, we were a fullytrained unit. We are ready to go.
Even though the 641st is a part-time
unit, many of its soldiers civilian jobs
parallel their military occupational specialty to further enhance their skill
level.
Almost all our medics are paramedics at fire departments, Greenwood said. And I am a pilot for American Airlines.
Some of the soldiers feel more prepared because they do this job every
day. We can provide a higher level of
care than most military medics, because
of our civilian credentials, Harmon
said.
Greenwood feels his unit is now an
essential part of the Active Army. In
theory, according to the Army of One,
once you get to an installation, there
should be few differences, Greenwood
said. That is what we try to docome
here and maintain the standard. n

I

n order to present the career management problems peculiar to our
aviators, it is necessary to go into a brief
history of MSC Aviation.
Early in the Korean War, it was decided that the helicopter would afford
an effective means of frontline evacuation. Several helicopter detachments
were formed, and aviators from various branches of the service performed
the first evacuation of casualties by helicopter. Many of these aviators later
transferred branches and became part
of our Corps. Also, many aviators from
the U.S. Air Force, Navy, and Marine
Corps transferred into the MSC Aviation Program.
In 1952 the Surgeon General
opened an active campaign to recruit
officers within the Medical Service
Corps for its aviation program. Young
MSC officers, as well as experienced
captains, were prompted to enter this
program, which appeared to offer unlimited opportunities for those who
entered the program on the ground
floor. The MSCs who volunteered for
the programs were sent through helicopter school at Fort Sill, Oklahoma,
and then to one of our helicopter detachments. Gradually, by the end of
1954, all our medical helicopter detachments were filled with either transfers
from other services or MSC officers
who had applied for the program.
This is a very brief synopsis of the
evolution of our MSC Aviation Program.

Army Aviation Officer
Career Program Today
AR 600-105 (Army Aviation Officer Career Program) is supposedly the
bible on the aviation career program
and applies to all aviation officers on
extended active duty.
It is stated in this AR that, prior to
acceptance for initial aviation training,
an officer should complete two years
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officer becomes an aviator, he should
serve in a Category I or II aviation duty
assignment for a minimum of three
years immediately following gradua-

We must not allow
our aviators to develop
into true specialists by
receiving continuous
assignments in aviation
and thereby failing to
remain qualified in our
basic branch.
tion from initial flight training courses.
After this, aviation officers in the grade
of captain and field grade should normally receive career branch duty assignments (Category III) of not more
than three years in each grade to maintain their branch proficiency.
After this, aviation assignments
should be programmed to offer a variety of assignments at all echelons. Assignments and attendance at aviation
courses should be made to develop
aviation flying skill; knowledge of aviation operations, maintenance, and
equipment; and aviation command and
staff experience.
Commensurate with his assignment
and the more encompassing responsibilities of his grade, the aviator must
acquire knowledge of the technical and
tactical aspects of aviation and of its
proper employment as an integrated
element of the Army. Additionally, the
aviator is expected to maintain progressive development in the activities of his
career branch. This is the key to our
aviation program. We are MSC officers first and pilots secondly.
Army Aviation is decentralized into
branch elements, so it can better serve
the commander. Centralization of aviation into a separate branch (Aviation
Branch) would take us back to the old
Army Air Corps of World War II. Our

They prefer aviation being an integral
part of the various branches. Aviation
is a specialty, and the military specialist who is of greatest value to the Army
is one primarily qualified in his basic
branch and secondarily qualified in one
of the specialist career fields, such as
aviation.
We must not allow our aviators to
develop into true specialists by receiving continuous assignments in aviation
and thereby failing to remain qualified
in our basic branch. Otherwise, we will
have a group of throttle jockeys, or
officers with limited potential as future
senior commanders and staff officers.
To facilitate the identification of the
relationship of aviation background
requirement for an aviator assignment,
four categories of assignments are established in the AR:
Aviation officers will be retained on
flying status while serving in the following three categories of assignments:
Category I. Positions in which the
primary duty is pilot, or is the direct
command of aircraft in a unit below
battalion level. Example, assignment to
one of our helicopter detachments, platoons, or companies.
Category II. Command and staff
positions where flying is a prerequisite
skill but not required as the primary
duty. Example, prefix 6 type positions.
Category III. Career development
assignments necessary to improve the
aviators qualifications as an Army officer, provided such assignments do not
exceed two consecutive years duration.
This is the category for maintaining
branch proficiency and attending service schools (Advanced Course,
C&GS, etc.).
Aviators assigned to primary duties
other than those just discussed will be
placed in Category IV and will be indefinitely suspended from flying status
for the period of such duties. If such
duties extend for more than three years,
(Aviator, continued on page 16.)
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